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Long Islander through-
and-through, John Laffey
has contributed a great
deal to the picturesque
landscape of Long
Island’s East End, build-
ing many of the areas
beautiful homes. With over 16 years of prac-
tice behind him, and no end in sight, he has
many more notable projects up his sleeve.

“I knew I was going to be an architect all
my life.” said Laffey, president of John Laffey
Architects. "It was a calling, really, and I just
couldn't have imagined doing anything else.”

After graduating from the New York Insti-
tute of Technology, and completing his
apprenticeship, Laffey was drawn to the
bright and bustling world of New York City
architecture. But after a brief stint in the
city he realized thalt residential architec-
ture was his calling, and he headed back
to Long Island.

“My first office was 12 feet wide by 22 feet
long,” Laffey said, Over time, as the workload
grew and needs expanded, he gradually took
on one or lwo associates to help. Today, the
small, family-like firm consists of Laffey and
four associates. A pen-and-ink guy, Laffey
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was trained before technology was used in
architecture and he prefers hand drawing
his initial plans before handing them over
for rendering.

“I do work on AutoCAD, but I'm affection-
ately known as the aging dinosaur in the
office,” he said. “I'm not very good with it,
but I do appreciate it as a tool and for its
accuracy and its ability to create the detail
in the drawings that the contractors and |
require to make really great houses.”

Laffey likes to keep the firm small so he
can stay involved in all projects. “I'm kind
of a control freak,” he said. "I try to delegate
the work as best I can, but the small setup
allows me to be very involved in all the
projects we have going on from the design
development Lo the finishing aspects like
painting.

Working almost exclusively in the East
End, Laffey values the ability to remotely
dictate project specifics.

“It’s a great environment working out
here. I can be on the beach on one job, in
the woods looking oul over Peconic Bay on
another. 1 can be out in farm fields or on the
cliffs overlooking Lake Montauk.”

The portfolio boasts a variety of custom

designed dream homes, specializing in
Neoclassical architecture. Laffey draws
inspiration from 19th and early 20th cen-
tury Colonial summer homes. Shingle-style
architecture makes up about 90 percent of
the firm's work.

“If you came to me and asked for an ultra-
modern glass concrete house, honestly, 1
probably would tell you that I'm not your
guy,” Laffey said. “Its not that I wouldn't
enjoy it, but there are guys that do that
specifically”

The full-service firm works with the cli-
ent from start to finish, a process that can
take around two years. They begin with the
zoning analysis, site plans and budget, and
stay till the last coat of paint has dried.

“We're big on team approaches here,”
Laffey said. “We work with ourselves, with
the clients and with the contractor to make
sure that everyone stays involved with the
project and there is no darkness in the
process.”

When starting the process Laffey asks the
client to bring in pictures of architectural
styles and details they like to help clarify
their vision for the project. Oftentimes he
will bring new clients to tour homes that




IT'S A GREAT
ENVIRONMENT
WORKING OUT
HERE. | CAN BE
ON THE BEACH ON
ONE JOB, IN THE
WOODS LOOKING
OUT OVER PECONIC
BAY ON ANOTHER.
| CAN BE OUT IN
FARM FIELDS OR
ON THE CLIFFS
OVERLOOKING
LAKE MONTAUK.

SUMMERHILL LANDSCAPES

Since 1993, Summerhill Landscapes, Inc.
has maintained a dedication to the highest
standards of product and service throughout
the Hamptons. Summerhill Landscapes is a full
service landscaping company providing design,
landscape installation, masonry, irrigation
and full property maintenance. The creative
team will guide clients through specialized
restrictions such as re-vegetation, deer and
environmental concerns. The central concern
of Summerhill Landscapes is the quality of
service through all stages of the project from
inception to maintaining your investment for
long lasting sustainability. For more information
on Summerhill Landscapes, please visit www.
summerhilllandscapes.com
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he has previously built to gather inspira-
tion and to provide a clear image of the
finished project.

“It's important to me that the client is very
invested in Lheir house,” Laffey said, “because
ultimately that makes the best product.”

For a firm that works entirely off word-
of-mouth, it's crucial that each house is
nothing short of perfect. “You're only as
good as your last job,” Lalfey said. He feels
they are lucky to have gotten this far, and
that while they are a small firm they have
made a big name for themselves.

“As long as my name gets mentioned in
Manhattan in the right circles, it trickles
down very easily,” he said. “The clients
we've had over the years are the top in their
chosen line of work. Having the opportunity
to create dream homes for them and get to
know them and their families, makes for very
rewarding work and a very rewarding life.”

While roughly 90 percent of the firm's
work is residential, they also work in the
commercial sector and recently completed
the historic renovalion of a church in South-
ampton that was built in 1908. Keeping the
existing steeple and back wall standing, they
rebuilt everything in between, redoing all
the glass windows and the pews.

“This was a beautiful old barn that the
Polish community had built over 100 years
ago. To bring it back to its former glory was
incredibly rewarding,” Laffey said.

Currently, Laffey is undertaking a 16,000 sq.
ft. gymnasium addition for alocal parochial
school. The addition includes an indoor
track that loops around the inside of the
second story. Previously, the school’'s gym
operated out of the cafeteria. Laffey’sown
children have attended the school and he
is excited to contribute something that
will impact future attendees so positively.

“It was great to see the town come together
to back the project in a time when many
schools are slimming down,” Laffey said.

Despite the economic climate, the firm
has stayed busy-- a testament to their skills.
The boom of the area peaked in the '90s
and Laffey has noticed a definite drop in
the past two years, but attributes it mostly
to the natural ebb and flow. “We run the
office a bit tighter and we're more careful,
he said, "but we've held through. The firm
has had very low turnover over the years
and has kept great relationships with the
few people that have left.

“What really sets us apart,” Laffey said,
“is who we have worked for and what we
have accomplished.” ALT




